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A Bit of History

 StarOffice was created by a German company 
called StarDivision

 The first version was StarWriter, a word 
processor written first for computers running the 
CP/M (Control Program for Microcomputers)

 Later for the Commodore 64 using 
Microsoft BASIC

 And finally for computers running under 
MS-DOS 3.2



  

 As more programs were developed and 
integrated into the project, StarDivision began 
marketing the office suite as “StarOffice”

 Version 1.0 included StarWriter compact, 
StarBase 1.0, and StarDraw 1.0

 It was developed for DOS, IBM'S OS/2 
Warp, and for the Microsoft Windows 
operating system

 But not Linux
 The first version developed for Linux was 
StarOffice 3.1

 This included Windows 3.1/95, OS/2 Warp, 
Linux i386, Solaris, and Mac OS

 StarDivision was founded and started by...



  

Marco Börries

 A 16-year-old kid from Lüneburg, Germany in 
1984

 He first hit upon the idea as an exchange student 
studying in the Silicon Valley

 This is father of OpenOffice



  

Sun Buys StarDivision
 Sun Microsystems acquires StarDivision in 
August 1999

 Sun paid $59.5 million for StarDivision and $14 
million for a related company called Star 
Company – Total: $73.5 million (US)

 It was cheaper for Sun to purchase a company 
that could make a Solaris and Linux desktop 
productivity suite than it was to buy forty-two 
thousand licenses from Microsoft to cover the 
needs of all of its employees

 Sun also wanted a product that could directly 
compete with Microsoft



  

Why Version 5.2?



  

August 1999

StarOffice is offered as a free download for 
personal use

One year earlier, however, StarDivision began 
offering StarOffice 5.0 for free

Due to the fact that the company was not very 
well known, this offer went relatively unnoticed

Sun also marketed StarOffice 5.2 as a boxed 
package that included a 490 page User's Guide 
and CD-ROM – MSRP: $39.95 (US)



  

StarOffice 5.2 Boxed Edition



  

Going Open Source

On July 19, 2000, Sun Microsystems 
announced that it would make the source code 
of StarOffice available for download

The source code was released under GNU 
Lesser General Public License (LGPL) and 
the Sun Industry Standards Source License 
(SISSL)

As a result, a new project consisting of open 
source developers was created

On October 13, 2000, OpenOffice.org goes live



  

OpenOffice 1.0 & StarOffice 6

Production of both office programs are 
interchanged

OpenOffice 1.0 is based on StarOffice 5.2

StarOffice 6, however, is developed based on 
OpenOffice 1.0

OpenOffice 1.0 was released on May 1, 2002 
for MS Windows, Linux and Solaris

A Mac version followed a year later on June 23, 
2003 



  

A Significant Shift

OpenOffice 1.0 and subsequently StarOffice 6 
abandoned the original graphical user interface 
(GUI) established by the StarDivision 
development  team

They opted instead to adopt a GUI that more 
closely resembled the Microsoft Office interface

They also abandoned some programs that 
were integrated into StarOffice 5.2

The target audience was, after all, Microsoft 
Office users



  

One Single Program

StarOffice 5.2 was not a collection of individual 
programs, the way OpenOffice is today

When you select the program from the Start 
menu, all you see one program:

The word processor, spreadsheet, presentation 
program, etc., are all accessible from within



  

First Launch



  

The StarOffice Desktop

The program takes over the user's desktop by 
overlaying it with the StarOffice interface

The first time you launch the program, it asks if 
you would like to register your copy of 
StarOffice

Just like OpenOffice, you have the option of 
registering or not

“Did you know?” tool tips can be hidden by 
clicking the down triangle button or closed by 
clicking the “X”



  

The Desktop Interface



  

Accessing Programs

StarOffice imports all of the 
Windows desktop icons

It creates its own Start menu 
button with all of your 
program files, bookmarks, 
and settings

You can also select 
StarOffice programs by using 
the File menu at the top of 
the screen



  

Word Processing



  

Spreadsheet



  

Presentation Program



  

Drawing Program



  

Paint/Image Program



  

Formula/Math Program



  

StarOffice Chart



  

What OpenOffice Omitted

The OpenOffice developers omitted some 
features and programs that were originally 
included in StarOffice

Most of these programs are Internet centric

A HTML WYSIWYG and text editor
Similar to Microsoft's FrontPage

An E-mail client
Similar to Outlook

A Web browser, which can be set as the 
system's default browser

Also a label creator and business card creator



  

HTML WYSIWYG Editor



  

HTML Text Editor



  

StarOffice E-mail Client



  

StarOffice Web Browser



  

Label & Business Card Creators



  

Left-Hand Sidebar

On the far left-hand side is triangle 
button that toggles a sidebar on 
and off

The sidebar contains:

Click & Go – quick links to the 
StarOffice programs

The Windows “My Documents” 
folder

Internet Explorer Bookmarks

Windows Explorer – file browser



  

Desktop Integration

StarOffice 5.2 can be run as any other program 
within an operating system

Or it can virtually replace the normal desktop 
environment with the StarOffice desktop 
environment

From the View menu select “Integrated 
Desktop” 



  

Before Integration



  

After Integration



  

A New Desktop Environment?

If the StarDivision development team had 
continued along these lines, the StarOffice 
desktop integration might have developed into 
a Linux desktop environment, much like KDE or 
Gnome

The integration of an office suite with a desktop 
environment was quite innovative for its time

But Sun Microsystems had other plans for 
StarOffice



  

StarOffice Today

StarOffice is still offered today as version 9

http://www.sun.com/software/staroffice/

However, since version 9 was released in 
November 2008, it's unlikely that the 
developers will release version 10 any time 
soon

The last reported update for StarOffice 9 was 
based on OpenOffice 3.2

http://www.sun.com/software/staroffice/


  

StarOffice Is Not Free

Copies of StarOffice 9 may be obtained by 
direct download from their official Web site

Price:  $49.95 (US)

Or through:  http://www.amazon.com/

They currently offer versions 5.2, 6.0, 7, 8, and 
9 Deluxe at various prices

The future, however, belongs to the free 
versions of OpenOffice and LibreOffice

But the work started by StarDivision 27 years 
ago should not be forgotten

http://www.amazon.com/
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